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From Pr. Johnson
Pastor.Johnson@stjohnsmg.org

The month of July sees the commemoration of two
saints who died in faith. Both are sometimes referred to
as Othe fifth evangelistO to highlight the way in which
God brought the Gospel to people through them, as He
has done through the Four EvangelistsO gospel writings.
The one lived before Christ bywen hundred years, the
other lived seventeen hundred years after Christ. The
first was Isaiah, the prophet, who is commemorated
annually on July 6. Through his writing he prophesied
the coming Messiah. The second, Johann Sebastian
Bach, was a kantor ithe Lutheran churches of Leipzig.
His music continues to evangelize around the world
(even in pagan countries like Japan). This wdaltious
Lutheran is commemorated on July 28.

Isaiah the prophet lived in the eighth and seventh
centuries B.C. The dilk chapter of his book relates his

The beginning of chapter 42 is quoted in the New

Testament and applied to Jesus (especially at His
baptism) aghe Messiah/Anointed One of God. The rest

of the verses highlight God as Creator of the whole earth
and call on His creation to Osing to the Lord a new song(
(see also Psalms 96 and 98). Isaiah 49 also points to th
missionary promises of God, that Hide will extend to

the Gentiles and those who are far away from Zion. This
would include you and me (some 3,000 years after the
words were first written and spoken), as well as those
who donOt yet know the one true God in Jesus Christ.

In these summer amths, and especially as we

commemorate our predecessors in the faith in the
persons of the prophet Isaiah and the musician J.S. Bact
let us learn more deeply of GodOs outreach to all sinner
in His Word and the way in which He uses our
congregation, oumrayers, our money, and our own

volunteer time to extend His kingdom ever further. In
that light, | would encourage you to read the Mission

call by God to speak to GodOs people. Those verses also Update in this church newsletter written by Ross Meyer,

inform us that the divine call was issued Oin the year that
King Uzziah died.O0 We are able to date that as around
the year 742. It is interesting to note thatidbawrote
something of a biography for King Uzziah, as 2
Chronicles 26:22 indicates. Hezekiah was the last king
in the southern kingdom of Judah whom we are able to
connect with Isaiah. This king died around the year 687
and Isaiah wrote a biography fégnim as well, as 2
Chronicles 32:32 states.

During IsaiahOs lifetime the southern kingdom of Judah
(with capital in Jerusalem) went from a resurgence of
power (and faith) to being put on the brink of destruction
by the superpower of Assyria, thanks ingka part to the
idolatry of the northern kingdom of Israel. God spared
Judah for the moment, and three of the four kings we can
connect with Isaiah were godly promoters of the worship
of the true God. Part of IsaiahOs writing focuses the
attention of thepeople away from themselves and
outward to the other nations that surrounded them.
Chapter 42 and 49 are especially prominent in this
regard.

one of the Deacons on the Stewardship, Evangelism,
Worship, and Altar Care Board. In it you will read
about some of the exciting mission endeavors we have
already begun, as well as some ideas of what we woulc
like yet to do in the months ahead.

From the Principal
Gary.Volberding@stjohnsmg.org

ItOs not too late register for Prindergarten through

8" grade at St. JohnOs Lutheran School! St. John(
Lutheran School has promotional information to send
out to parents who are interested in an excellent,
academic, Christ centered, education for their children at
a great value. For more information please contact the
office between 8 AM and 12 noon at 7830-2426. Our
website iswww.stjohnsmg.orgpr email Pennie Wells at
penne.wells@stjohnsmg.org
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St. JohnOs Lutheran School had its closing service and
eighth grade graduation on May™0rhis service is an
appropriate way to conclude our school year with all the
school families in worship, praisand thanksgiving for

the blessings of the past school year. The following

students graduated this year from St. JohnOs Lutheran

School:
Rachel Brackeen
Evan Buskirk
Chase Cleveland
Joseph DeSplinter
Riley Gehl
Laura Kolander
Anthony Long
Erin Oakland
Anneliese Preus
Victoria Schimmel
Matthew Slauson
Taryn Stromback
Andrew Toelle
Ashley Wald
Amanda Wilson
Tyler Zemke

Once the school year was completed the faculty was
busy evaluating, revising, and planning for the 2008
2009 school year. Orders for textbsoland supplies
have been placed. We are ordering a new Social Studies
curriculum program for all grades. The faculty is excited
to use the new program that will include more use of
technology and direct involvement.

Where has the month of June gone? Sumfmally
came this month and the daylight is already getting
shorter! There has already been much activity around the
building. VBS was successfully conducted in mid June.
Many thanks to the leaders and many parent and student
volunteers, who planned, agized and worked with
over 50 children.

The gym floor has been installed and is ready for use!

Acoustical panels have also been donated and installed
in the gym. Pricing and some hard quotes have been
processed to complete the additional rooms. There is
ground and fencing work that still needs to be worked on

and completed as soon as possible to be ready for school
at the end of August.

If and when some of the new rooms are OfinishedO we
will have OMoving DayO to move the contents of rooms
to new locatios. There are many opportunities to help
so | encourage everyone to consider volunteering some
time this summer!

Come visit our St. JohnOs Lutheran School booth at the
Maple Grove Days Business Expo July™at the
Community Center. Volunteers are alwaygslcome to

help OmanO the booth and visit with people to give then
more information on St. JohnOs Lutheran School.

July is typically vacation month for many, myself
included! At the end of July, back to school packets are
distributed to registered schd@amilies and also to those
who have indicated they are coming to St. JohnOs bt
have not fully registered. These packets contain many
important forms to be filled out as well as many news
items and much information. All families are then urged
to attend he back to school night on August™® turn

in all forms, pay fees, receive more information for the
coming school year, schedule home visits with teachers.
and especially to share in fellowship at the PTL
sponsored hot dog roast.

Many plans have alrdg been made for the coming
school year. There are always Osummer jobsO to be dol
and if you would like to give a hand, please call the
office between 8 AM and 12 noon and we can put you
on a project or we can put you in touch with someone
who can. Many Wing servants have given so much in
the past! Thank you very much, your service and
fellowship are always greatly appreciated.

In His Service,

Gary L. Volberding

Those Who Serve in July

Please remember....IF you are unable to serve on your
scheduled day, it is up to YOU to find someone who
will take over for you.

Acolyte Schedule

8§ AM 10:30 AM

716 Erin Oakland Nicholas Prescott
Emily Giefer Matthew Slauson

717 7 PM Emily Giefer

7/13° Breanna Besel Sara Bjerke
Rachel Brackeen Erika Rossow

7/14 7 PM Katherine Walls

7/20 Amanda Radniecki Alex Retzlaff
Laura Kolander Alex Walton

7/21 7 PM Laura Kolander

7/127  A.J. Volberding Mollie Lang
Kenneth Kalk Michelle Lang

7/28 7 PM Chaz Dooley



July Deacon Schedule

716 Dan Kolander Brian Callatan
717 7 PM Greg Christopher
7/13  Greg Christopher Ed Kemna
7/14 7 PM Ed Kemna
7/20 Kevin Pomerenke Jon Theis
7/21 7 PM Kevin Pomerenke
7/27 Ross Meyer John Radintz
7/28 7 PM Jon Theis
August Deacon Schedule

8/3 Jack Wold Peter Radintz
8/4 7 PM Ross Mger
8/10 Joe Koehler Marvin Cummins
8/11 7 PM John Radintz
8/17 Jerry Rogge Tom Eversman
8/18 7 PM Jack Wold
8/24 Dan Kolander Brian Callahan
8/25 7 PM Peter Radintz
8/31 Greg Christopher Ed Kemna

Altar Guild

Marcia Schalo (763284730)
Deb Koehler (63-420-8929)

Ushers
S AM
Dennis Schwecke, Steve Weinand, Myron Cooper,
Al Mazurowski
10:30 AM
Dan Holthus, Eric Sand, Ernest Underwood, Dan Picotte

Money Counters
July 6 Craig Schutte, Jack Wold, Bob Stashenko
July 13Dave Giefer, Mike DeSplinter,
Russ Reznecheck
July 20 Scott Kulberg, Cindy Kiekow, Mark Schutte
July 27 Mike McFerrin, Paul Radintz, Mike Rachow

Announcements

SUMMER CHURCH SERVICE: Our summer
schedule for Divine Service will begin on Monday, June
9™ at 7 PM and contireithroughout our summer months
until Monday, August 28, Join us if you miss a Sunday
service!

SEWAC is happy to report that it will be a busy summer
and fall for missions. Along with the four projects
printed on your envelopes, there will be several
upoming opportunities for giving.

This fall we will be hosting guest preacher Rev. Farrukh
Khan, the Associate Executive Director for an
organization called POBLO (People of the Book
Lutheran Outreach). POBLOOs mission is to bring the
Gospel to Muslims, Hidus, Sikhs and people of other
faiths. Rev. Kahn will be preaching at both services as
well as giving a presentation between services as well as
giving a presentation between services on Islam, the
fastest growing religion in North America.

You can now aga support the Christentered, Cross
focused radio program Issues, Etc. (misprinted on your
envelopes as Issues, Inc.) As you may remember, the
show was cancelled in March, but is now being revived
as a privately funded show. Details on the showOs retur
are still forthcoming, but itOs not too early to donate!
Your offerings marked OAfricad have been collected fol
Rev. James May, an LCMS missionary in Africa. He has
been very busy spreading the Gospel through baptism:
and weekly services at the newly fordneongregation in
the village where he and his family now live.
Unfortunately, due to the large amount of money he
must raise each year, his call to Africa was recalled by
LCMS Mission Senders. He still needs our prayers and
financial support! Pastor Mays icurrently looking into
options for staying in Africa to continue his work. He
has been invited to preach and conduct Bible study at St
JohnOs in September.

Bible Faith Lutheran Church, the organization who
invited Pastor Briel to teach at their pastarefiference

in India last winter, is very grateful for the support our
congregation has given them. They need a constan
stream of donations to continue operating and improving
their childrenOs home, school, and churches. The
SEWAC board is currently lookg into ways to reach
out to the local Indian community and share our
Lutheran faith.

As you consider your summer giving, please keep in
mind these many opportunities to help spread the saving
Word of God to people all around the world.

Jesus has commanded us “Go, make disciples of all
nations” (Matt. 28)

C.R.0.S.S. Christians Reaching Out in Social Service.
Flyers are available in the narthex if you want more
information about how you can become actively



involved in volunteering your services to this din
organization. Pick one up today and see for yourself how
you can help others in need!

LCMS EXTENDED GIVING: Frequently, needs come
to our attention from outside the scope of our normal
giving. Please prayerfully consider giving to these needs.
If you hare questions, contact Jerry Rogge at-488
4547.

THE KINDNESS FUND is for emergency assistance to

members of our congregation according to Act 2:45b.
Donations are always welcome for future use. For
guestions please contact Gretchen Kliche-Z626136

or Marv Cummins 76320-2317.

KINDERGARTEN & PRE-KINDERGARTEN
PROGRAMS: New programs are planned for next yearOs
Kindergarten and Prindergarten classes. Kindergarten will
now be all day every day. We have opened up theKPre
program to be more flelwie than in the past. The 4 & 5 year
old program is MoANed-Fri. 8:30 AMN 12 noon and a 3 year
old program is offered Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 RNI2
noon. The 4 & 5 year olds may also attend the Tuesday &
Thursday. classes, giving the parents options df 8y 5 days

a week for their child to attend Pke To make the program
even more accommodating, students may arrive as early as
7:30 AM and an after school program is available going as late
as 5:30 PM. We are very excited about this program and the
possibilities for growth and expansion. Please contact the
office (763420-2426) for more information and to enroll now.

WISH LIST FOR THE NEW BUILDING: The following is
a list of things wished for to make our facility more usalji
Any and all donationare now being accepted.
Flooring all remaining floor spaces

Counters and cabinets

Clocks/bell system

Portable stage

Lighting for the new classrooms

Ceiling for the new classrooms

Telephones

Concession Sink, counters/cupboards/refrigerator
Bleachers

CoatRacks/Lockers

White Boards/Bulletin Boards

Window blinds

Risers for Music Room

Chairs for Music Room

Computer desks/chairs

Science tables and chairs

Two basketball hoops

Sprinklers

Sound System
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Thrivent — Pick Up a Form Today!




