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From Pr. Briel
Pastor .Bri el@stjo hnsmg.org

“The Lordisrisen Heisrisenindeed Alleluia!” God’s
people have greeted each other in this way for centuries
during this holy season. Jesus’ resurrection from the
dead is, as St. Paul reminds us, the foundation of our
hope as Christians. “If Christ has not beenraised” he
reminded the Christians living in Corinth, “your faith is
futile and you are still in your sins. Thenthose also who
have fallen asleepin Christ have perished’ (1 Cor. 15).
But the Apostle Paul was able to marshal such evidence
for our Lord’s bodily resurrection that he could aver,
“But in fact Christ has beenraised from the dead!” This
evidence for Jesus’ empty tomb is solid, it is irrefutable.
Indeed, the church has invited historical investigation as
the angel did on the first Easter morning when he invited
the women to check out the empty tomb, “You seek
Jesus who was crucified Heisnot here, or he hasrisen,
as hesaid. Come, seethe place where he lay” (Matthew
28).

And so, in spite of the fanatic attempts of unbelievers
down through the centuries to question Jesus’
resurrection, the Church has continued to make her
confession, “On the third day he rose again from the
dead” and has gathered each week to meet her risen
Lord in His holy Supper to receive His risen body and
blood under the bread and wine. And multitudes of
faithful Christians have buried their dead in the “sure
and certain hope of the resurrecion to eternal life
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who will change our
lowly bodiesto that they will be like His glorious body,
by the power that enables Him to subdue all things to
Himself” (Rite of Committal).

Are you living in the sure and certain hope of the
resurrection to eternal life? If you are, then this must
certainly impact the way you think, the way you spend
your time and your money, they way you talk and act,
indeed the way you think about death. Must we not all
join the women who, on Easter morning, “departed
quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to
tell his disciples’ as we heard this past Easter Sunday?
As we are encouraged to do in the closing canticle every
Sunday, “Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell

everyone what He has done!” Yes, indeed, the Lord is
risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia and alleluia!

From the Principal
Gary .Volberding@stjo hnsmg.org

The St. John’s Lutheran School 8" grade class enjoyed
four days in March on tour of Washington D.C. Sixteen
students and ten parents were led by Mrs. Gretchen
Kliche and toured with Christian Discovery Tours. The
class wishes to thank everyone who has supported their
fundraisers over the past two years, which makes it
possible for many of the students to participate in this
valuable experience. THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR
SUPPORT!!

We HAVE OCCUPANCY!!! The St. John’s students are
very excited to be using the new gym for the first time
on the last day of March! (Especially with the new snow
that fell.) As a school we are still getting used to having
this awesome new indoor space as we set policies,
procedures, and schedule its use. There has already been
opportunities to help paint the classrooms, hallways, and
music room and there will be more work days scheduled
in the future. Financial and material donations are still
encouraged to pay for flooring, lights, ceilings, counters,
and cabinets to finish off each room!

Five Lutheran Schools from this area get together each
year for our 3" through 8" graders to compete in a
Spelling Bee. There are three divisions of competition,
which include 3™ and 4™ grade, 5™ and 6™ grade and 7"
and 8" grade. This year’s Spelling Bee will be held at
Crown Christian School on April 11™ at 7 PM.

The middle of April will be a very busy week starting on
Sunday, April 13" with a Pork Chop dinner from 4 to 7
PM. April 18" is the annual St. John’s Lutheran School
Musical at 7 PM. April 19" is the big PTL event of the
year—the 3™ Annual Walk-A-Thon from 9 AM to 1 PM.
Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend these
events.



Continued

The St. John’s faculty will be attending the National
Lutheran Education Association Convocation on April
24™ and 25™. The convocation is held once every three
years. This year’s convocation is located here in
Minneapolis! We will attend two full days of breakout
sessions and keynote speaker presentations as well as
worship services and banquet dinners.

In His Service,

Gary L. Volberding T

Those Who Servein April

Please remember....IF you are unable to serve on your
scheduled day, it is up to YOU to find someone who
will take over for you.

Acolyte Schedule
8 AM 10:30 AM

4/6 Sam Theesfeld Maddy Rasmussen
Jennifer Indgjer Erika Rossow
4/13  Megan Hebert Kurt Kanarski

Laura Kolander
4/20  Colie Winsor

Taryn Stromback
4/27  Erin Oakland

Emily Giefer

Chaz Dooley
Natalie Zarracina
Katherine Walls
Nicholas Prescott
Matt Slauson

April Deacon Schedule

4/6 Greg Christopher Erik Preus
4/13  Kevin Pomerenke Jon Theis
4/20  Ross Meyer John Radintz
4/27  Jack Wold Peter Radintz

May Deacon Schedule
5/4 Joe Koehler Marvin Cummins
5/11  Jerry Rogge Tom Eversman
5/18  Dan Kolander Brian Callahan
5/25  Greg Christopher Ed Kemna

Altar Guild
Arlene Rogge (763-428-4547)
LuAn Schutte (763-420-3379)

Ushers
8 AM
Dan Kolander, Floyd Lieske, Mike McFerrin,
Chris Kruse
10:30 AM
David Kliche, David Giefer, Chip Campbell, Ed Kemna

M oney Counters
4/6 ~ Mike McFerrin, Cindy Kiekow, Mark Schutte
4/13  Craig Schutte, Paul Radintz, Mike Rachow
4/20 Dave Giefer, Bob Radintz, Don Cross
4/27  Scott Kulberg, Jack Wold, Bob Stashenko

Announcements

MS. NONA LEHRKE has accepted the call to serve
here at St. John’s Lutheran as 2" grade teacher
beginning in August. Ms. Lehrke lives in Waconia, MN
and has taught for five years. She is currently serving as
a Kindergarten teacher at St. James Lutheran in Howard
Lake, MN.

C.R.0.S.S. Christians Reaching Out in Social Service.
Flyers are available in the narthex if you want more
information about how you can become actively
involved in volunteering your services to this fine
organization. Pick one up today and see for yourself how
you can help others in need!

Spring Musical: The Kindergarten, First Grade, and
Second Grade students will be performing the musical,
Donkey Tales, on Friday, April 18th. The musical will
be at Maple Grove Sr. High School at 7:00 p.m. Donkey
Tales takes place at Tex's Dude Ranch, and the kids
visiting hear Bible Stories about donkeys. The first story,
A Donkey Brayed and Balaam Obeyed is from the Old
Testament. The other two stories, The Good Samaritan
Rides to the Reue and A Donkey Brings a Humble
King, are from the New Testament. The students in
grades 3-8 will perform a short concert prior to the start
of the musical. Come join us for an evening of fun!

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans: has donated
$12,000 in 2007 to St. John’s Lutheran School through
the Giving Plus Gift Programs. These funds have gone
directly to the building fund this past year. When a
member of Thrivent, that is anyone who owns a policy
or has an account with Thrivent, donates to our school
and fills out a Giving Plus gift form, Thrivent will
donate an additional 50% up to $300. St. John’s had over
50 such donations this past year!!! Thank you to
everyone who participated in 2007 and please consider
donating again in 2008. Giving Plus gift forms can be




found in the information rack by the main doors to the
sanctuary.

LCMS EXTENDED GIVING: Frequently, needs come
to our attention from outside the scope of our normal
giving. Please prayerfully consider giving to these needs.
If you have questions, contact Jerry Rogge at 763-428-
4547.

WISH LIST FOR THE NEW_ BUILDING: The
following is a list of things wished for to make our
facility more usable. Any and all donations are now
being accepted.

Painting all remaining classrooms

Flooring all remaining floor spaces

Counters and cabinets

Clocks/bell system

Portable stage

Lighting for the new classrooms

Ceiling for the new classrooms

Telephones

Concession Sink, counters/cupboards/refrigerator
Bleachers

Coat Racks/Lockers

White Boards/Bulletin Boards

Window blinds

Risers for Music Room

Chairs for Music Room

Computer desks/chairs

Science tables and chairs

Two basketball hoops

Sprinklers

Crash pads

Gym floor/nets/stairs/in floor sleeves for volleyball
Volleyball stands and nets

Sound System

Acoustical tile for gym

For further information, please contact the church
office (Properties & Grounds) 763-420-2426 or
pennie wells@stjo hnsmg.org or call Marvin
Cummins 763-420-8700 or email
mcummins59@comcast. net

THE KINDNESS FUND is for emergency assistance to
members of our congregation according to Act 2:45b.
Donations are always welcome for future use. For
questions please contact Gretchen Kliche 763-477-6136
or Marv Cummins 763-420-2317.

KINDERGARTEN & PRE-KINDERGARTEN
PROGRAMS: New programs are planned for next
year’s Kindergarten and Pre-Kindergarten classes.
Kindergarten will now be all day every day. We have
opened up the Pre-K program to be more flexible than in
the past. The 4 & 5 year old program is Mon-Wed-Fri.
8:30 AM—12 noon and a 3 year old program is offered
Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 AM—12 noon. The 4 & 5
year olds may also attend the Tuesday & Thursday.
classes, giving the parents options of 3, 4, or 5 days a
week for their child to attend Pre-K. To make the
program even more accommodating, students may arrive
as early as 7:30 AM and an after school program is
available going as late as 5:30 PM. We are very excited
about this program and the possibilities for growth and
expansion. Please contact the office (763-420-2426) for
more information and to enroll now.

ITOS A PAINTING PARTY: On April 5"
SATURDAY!! Bring lots of helpers dressed for painting
the rooms in our new building. A pizza lunch will be
served at noon! No need to bring supplies to paint, as
they will be provided. Just dress to paint and come one
and all and give us a hand with the job.

PORK CHOP DINNER: St. John’s Annual All-
American Pork Chop Dinner will be held on Sunday,
April 13™ from 4-7 PM. There will be pork chops,
grilled, cheesy potatoes, dinner rolls, coleslaw and some
wonderful homemade desserts. Not to mention coffee,
milk and water. Plus hot dogs for the little ones under 4.
Tickets are $8 per person and $30 maximum per family.

A COMMITTEE IS BEING FORMED: We can use
your help! St. John’s Property & Grounds would like
some help in getting a committee formed to regulate the
new facility usage. If interested please give Marv
Cummins (763-420-2317) a «call or call the
church/school office and leave your name and number.
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Andrew Kmecik

Jessica Anderson, Elliott Arth, Charlene Flemming
Megan Bode, Donna Kliche

Kelly Kothrade, Linda Schutte, JoAnna Weinand
Marcus Prouty, Roger Schalo

Alison Allen, Douglas Winsor

Becky Bredenberg, Johan Briel, Lann Briel, Todd
Oswald, Michelle Turner, Gregory Walls

Kevin Pomerenke, Benjamin Theesfeld, Christopher
Theesfeld

Todd Haag, Roger Johnson, Krista Mellum, Ashley
Stodola, Hannah Ward

Kyle Bode, Peter MacMillan, Kristine Remer
Donald Kalk, Michael Minnihan, Daniel Picotte
Mark Ellinger, Emily Herbert, Nicoleen Meyer, Luke
Radniecki

Jocelyn Anderson, Derek Goerke, Victoria Millen,
Christian Say, Brian Smith

Jasmine Brockberg, Charles Christensen, Jill Gehl
Carla Bebeau

Brian Kothrade

Brady Kappel, Christine Kuno, Jared Rainey, D. J.
Schilling

Kayla Hotzler, Marie Lindblad

Ross Meyer

Leslie Lucas, Darcy Wandersee, Trent Wold

Denise Cheek

James Beck, Marion Berge

Shari Arth, Luke Reznecheck, David Vanderpool,
Jacob Willprecht

Joseph Burns, Renee Day, Ashley Kmecik, Kari
Schutte

Kimberly Fritz, Troy Hanson, Madeleine Rasmussen,
Morgan Slauson

Cory Besel, Trent Nelson, Samuel Say, June Schafbuch
Robert Schmidt

Diane Haag, April Johnson, Ronald Mead, Nathan
Rehmer, Crystal Rossow, Amy Steinhorst

Sara Bjerke

Deborah Cheek, David Hebert

Thrivent BDPick Up a Form Today!




